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De Bever architects consists of a team of architects, designers, building engineers and staff members. 
The office works on a variety of designs and studies in the fields of interior design, architecture and 
urbanism. They have the intention to create specific spatial designs that fit the needs, wishes and 
dreams of a diverse range of clients. Every project regardless of scale and complexity is designed 
with great attention to the site and the quality of the interior space. De Bever Architects prefers to 
keep the appearance simple and at the same time create a rich and diverse spatial quality.

To allow a wide range of commissions to be handled, special design teams are put together for 
individual commissions. De Bever architects has permanent relationships with engineering firms 
to activate the exchange of up to date knowledge. Advisors in the fields of building and installation 
technology, building sciences, building management and building costs assist the team.
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Heleen van Heel



complex simplicity

We prefer to keep our work simple and easy in its appearance. At the same time we create specific 
architectonic spaces if asked for by the assignment and ambition of our clients.

Harmony but also hierarchy guide the design process. This approach helps direct complex projects. 
Important principles are the program, the integration of the building in the environment and the 
quality of the interior spaces.
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After finishing his studies at the Technical University in Delft, The Netherlands in 1994 and Pratt 
University, School of Architecture, New York he worked at several architectural firms in Amsterdam 
and New York including Ben van Berkel, Herman Hertzberger and Hanrahan Meyers Architects. In 
2000 he became director/owner at De Bever Architects.
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Politechnico, School of Architecture, Milan she worked at several architectural firms in New York and 
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at De Bever Architects.
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sustainability

Sustainability is central to the architecture of De Bever Architecten. Our approach to designing is 
broad and covers all phases, from first idea to the eventual use of the building. Keywords are old 
and new: in redeveloping old buildings using new programs, in applying proven low-tech concepts 
to new problems, in designing timeless details and architecture with a long durability.

De Bever Architecten is open to high-tech developments and new insights into sustainability. Our 
designs function as smart structures that can accommodate future changes in use and technology, 
guaranteeing flexibility and comfort. Connecting architecture to the landscape is very important to 
us: a good orientation and a compact volume to optimise energy efficiency, and a mindful design 
of (green) outdoor space, result in a healthy, pleasant living environment for users, visitors, private 
and public. 
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hotel airport

location: Eindhoven
realisation: design 2010
program: Airport Eindhoven+Hotel, total 13.340m²

With the development vision for Eindhoven Airport, the airport will become a hub of mobility and 
business activity. The new terminal complex will serve as an important marketing instrument. The 
already realized part has a long ‘plaza’ with a floating roof from which one can reach the different 
facilities. This building can be extended quite easily, in time, turning it into an ensemble. This will 
be a phased development, in accordance with economical developments, in which the old terminal 
building will eventually be demolished. In former days, airports functioned mainly as efficient 
traveller’s machines, but nowadays, they also function as hubs for all kinds of non-airport functions 
such as offices, catering, shops and leisure. This not only applies to large international airports but 
to small local airports as well, as they are getting more important due to the ever expanding amount 
of air traffic. Eindhoven Airport is such a local airport that is looking to strengthen its position as not 
only an airport but a business hub as well.

The new building lies next to the old terminal, between the airport acces route and the airstrip. It 
is a light transparent construction that consists of three elements: an entry hall on the roadside, a 
volume with travellers facilities on the opposite side and a top storey with business and commercial 
facilities. The entrance hall is a spacious plaza with a cantilevered, continuous roof span. It offers 
a pleasant waiting area with check-in desks, information counters, car rental companies and airline 
counters. The plaza offers an entrance to the baggage handling and the departure and arrival hall on 
the ground floor and to catering, offices and meeting rooms on the first floor. Through voids a visual 
connection between visitors on the first floor and passengers on the ground floor is established. 
The interior of the terminal is designed by M+R interior architects. The bright red, yellow and blue 
elements are easily identifiable by busy passengers and add colour to the building. The roof of the 
terminal is suitable for parking as well.





faculty building Eindhoven University of Technology 

location: Eindhoven
realisation: design 2011
program: faculty building Technische Natuurkunde and Electrical Engineering, total 23.300m²
 
The TU/e is planning a new building for the faculties Technische Natuurkunde (TN) and Electrical 
engineering (EE). The brief is to design a sustainable flexible building that fits into the urban 
masterplan and architecture of the first and second building phases of the campus, by S.J. van 
Embden. 
The campus is characterised by a careful positioning of the buildings in the landscape of the river 
Dommel. The building volumes are slabs and halls, with curtain walls all around. A lot of attention 
is given to the entrances, stairs, plinth, green and landscape. The architectural articulation of the 
construction pattern is present in all buildings.

The net functional program of 15.000m² consists mainly of office cells, light laboratories and heavy 
laboratories that will be placed in an appendix, separate from the main building. The main building 
consists of 2 long volumes that have been placed alongside each other. In the thicker middle part an 
atrium holds all shared functions. 
To meet the clients wish to have a ‘building like a city’, a special structure has been designed. Six 
informal staircases allow for a flexible interior organisation of the different educational groups. The 
staircases are like small atriums, where narrow diagonal stairs evoke (literal) contact between users, 
and keep distances between groups short. The result is an informal infrastructure that invites people 
to interact and exchange knowledge.

A good constructive pattern, light building parts and a smart installation structure make the building 
flexible, contributing to the high sustainability ambitions as expressed by the client. By keeping the 
building compact, loss of energy is minimised. 







park batadorp

location: Batadorp, Eindhoven
realisation: design 2012
program: urban design park batadorp





stijp t 

location: Strijp t, Eindhoven
realisation: design 2012
program: urban design Strijp t



ocean urbanisation 

Water is one of the most basic human needs. A view of our planet from space shows 70,9 % of 
earths’ surface is covered by oceans. We perceive oceans as the border of the land, urbanization 
and human activity. A challenge to research the possibilities of a skyscraper city in the ocean. This 
project investigates how colonizing and exploring the ocean can provide us with new working and 
living possibilities. The challenge is to design a skyscraper that is related to the underwater world 
as much as to the sky.

The self-sufficient, independent unit is designed to obtain energy by ocean thermal energy conver-
sion. The stabilizer underneath the water keeps the building in the right position and provides cold 
ocean water [5°C (41ºF)] up to the structure. The advantage of a structure that’s half under the water 
and a half exposed to the heat of the sun, is used in the cooling/heating system, by simply providing 
a circulation between those two different areas. 

The rich biodiversity can lead to new pharmaceutical inventions. According to the first Census of 
Marine Life, the worlds oceans may contain over 750,000 species which are yet to be discovered. 
The structure provides enough square feets to include laboratories, water tanks, and recreation fa-
cilities for the users. With other units of the same type it can form a net like a city. It is home too 6000 
people, a recreation space, and a hotel for visitors. The vast number of additional facilities (cinemas, 
hospital, fitness clubs) to care about the users health and well-being. You can enjoy a 1,5-mile-walk 
on the ramp up the structure, and indulge in Nordic walking. 

The most important aspect of the design, is learning how we can use the seas and oceans more ef-
ficiently, developing a huge spectrum of opportunities that oceans can provide. It is also a vision of a 
new type of urbanisation, which can bring us to new forms of recreation. A facility without pollution, 
traffic noise and congestion of the land areas.







brainport park evoluon

location: Eindhoven
realisation: design 2012
program: urban design evoluon
 
Brainport Eindhoven Region, according to the Intelligent Community Forum (ICF) the world’s smar-
test region in 2011, is a top technology breeding ground for innovation and home to world-class 
businesses, knowledge institutes and research institutions. Together they design and manufacture 
the technology of the future to ensure a safe, green and caring society and sustainable economic 
development of the Netherlands. The five focal sectors of Brainport Eindhoven region are High Tech 
Systems & Materials, Food, Automotive, Lifetec and Design. 
Brainport park Evoluon in trust to be the geographical spotlight where all Brainport activities are 
being organized and shown. The old ufo shaped building, called the Evoluon, used to be the centre 
point of presentation of Philips.
 
 





new entrance de lage landen 

location: hoofdkantoor, Eindhoven
realisation: 2011
program: new main entrance and renovation towards ‘new workspace concept’

The organization of financial services ‘’De Lage Landen’’, wants to implement ‘the new world of work’ 
in its organization. As a result, a new location was marked for the main entrance. This inner urban 
location is the inspiration for the design which resulted in an ultra thin, oval shed with a diameter of 
16 meters.
The spherical elliptical form has a circumference of 110 meters. It is by three attachment points con-
nected with steel cables on the side walls of the main building  and weighs 30 tons.

The 3D drawn object is build on 6 PAL-towers. The steel cables are attached after the polyester skin 
is ‘pulled’ over the shed edge and the cold-bent glass sheets of freeformglass are attached.
At the bottom arises a triangular pattern with lines of LED lighting. These give a special effect. The 
polyester edges have alternating flutes, making the edge a striking appearance. The polyester plates 
consist of sixteen elements of 3x3 meters which are designed with one type of mold.





dwelling IV

location: The Elzent Eindhoven
realisation: 2012 
program: extension and renovation private dwelling including outdoor pool

The house is situated on a corner lot in the typical 30’s district ‘de Elzent’ against the natural land-
scape of the Dommel valley, in the center of Eindhoven. The existing main house is relatively small 
in structure, however, the lot size is sufficient enough to resist an carefully threaded extension. An 
extension where extra comfort is added to the existing house.
The transparent addition to the house is a continuation of an earlier exterior expansion with thin 
floating concrete eaves. These overhangs give a balanced picture, allowing the spaces seamlessly 
to blend, and gives the garden an intimate enclosed character.

The sightlines are important, creating separate spaces as a study niche, a lowered seating area with 
wide windowsills and a hanging fireplace. The roof connects the spaces seamlessly into each other. 
Much attention is paid to careful detailing. Positioning of roof lights, (curved) walls, steps, niches 
which store the curtains, floor heating and cooling ceiling, acoustic panels and lighting are seamles-
sly concealed and determine the appearance and character of the area.





loft lichttoren 
 
location: eindhoven
realisation: 2011
program: interior design loft apartment, surface: 160m²

The Lichttoren in Eindhoven, from 1909, is a historical factory of Philips, in which light bulbs and 
many other products have been produced and tested. The relocation of production facilities from the 
seventies resulted in the buildings vacancy in 1998, upon which developer Trudo seized the initiative 
to redevelop the building into a mix of dwelling, working and recreation. The architecture of the buil-
ding in combination with the new program has resulted in particular metropolitan qualities that are 
unique for a city like Eindhoven.

Part of the 16.000m² of apartments are a number of casco loft spaces, with a surface of 110m² and 
a height of 4,2m, that were to be furbished by the buyer. The concrete construction of the building 
has been kept in sight and finished with a transparent lacquer. A big interior element holds all the 
services and divides the loft into an open living space and a private bedroom with en suite bathroom. 
The built in cabinets have been decorated with veneer wood on the outside and painted orange on 
the inside. On the upper level of the element is a study, that is in open connection to the living area. 
The built in guestroom cabinet is here as well, exactly above the bath room, behind harmonica doors.

The kitchen table measuring 4m by 90cm has been designed by De Bever Architecten specifically 
for the interior of ‘Woonhuis Eindhoven II’ and has been installed here as well at the request of the 
client.







catharina hospital 
 
location: Michelangelolaan 2, Eindhoven
realisation: 1969-present 
program: building, expanding and rebuilding regional hospital 

The building plans for the Catharina Ziekenhuis date back to the end of the sixties of the 20th cen-
tury, when large scale concepts dominated urbanism and architecture. Although large ‘healing fac-
tories’ such as these became more and more subject to criticism in the seventies, the building was 
regarded as an modern technical achievement. Building this ‘breedvoetziekenhuis’, prefabricated 
concrete panels were used on a large scale.
Two parallel wards dominate the hospital. The H-shaped ground plan is a result of the separation of 
the double corridor structure and lacks the disadvantage of interior service areas. The two bottom 
floors of the hospital are part of the treatment zone and the policlinic. The entire third floor of the 
high-rise contains technical services. In one wing of the high-rise are ten nursing units, in the other 
are nine and in between are the stairs and elevators. Patient traffic is separated from visitors and 
services and crossing corridors are kept to a minimum.

Since the delivery of the building in 1974 it has constantly been expanded and renovated. The main 
structure, with its separation between the different building parts, has been maintained as much as 
possible. The most important assignment lies in keeping the logistics of the hospital for its patients 
and personnel as efficient and logical as possible. In the last ten years the policlinic has been ex-
panded with an extra floor, six new radio therapy bunkers have been realized as well as an admini-
stration office and a laboratory for pathology and microbiology. These extensions all correspond to 
the original main building through their materialisation in washed concrete. Contemporary materials 
such as aluminium and (coloured) glass panels give away their younger age. Overall, the unity of the 
complete design has been the main motive. A child daycare facility has been realized separately on 
the terrain.





bia, medical center

location: Sint Oedenrode
realisation: design 2012
program: new medical center and breast clinic, total 2.900m²

This clinic is intended to diagnose, treat and monitor patients with various breast disorders with an 
emphasis on breast cancer. When diagnosed, the patient with breast cancer is in the prime of her 
life. She is extremely vulnerable, partly because of the severity of the disease but also because of the 
psychosocial consequences. First contact with the clinic must build trust, both in terms of profes-
sionalism and architecture.

Against the background of developments around healing environment, evidence-based design and 
integral assessment criteria an increasing attention is given to experience-related aspects of he-
althcare buildings. The atmosphere of the building is warm, patient friendly and reassuring. Patients, 
family, staff and specialists feel welcome here. Functionality goes hand in hand with an original 
design without frustrating applicable standards within hospital construction. This manifests itself in 
a clear layout, routing and signage, thoughtful use of light, color and space, a non-institutionalized 
finish and an appropriate outdoor environment.





P+R javapark, almelo NL
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